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Virginia Interfaith Power & Light 
(VAIPL) 

VAIPL is the only organization working with faith communities statewide to 
mobilize a morality-centered policy response to the climate crisis and to encourage 

Virginians to practice adaptation and sustainability. 
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Vision
IPL envisions a stable climate where humans live in right and just 
relationship, interconnected with a healthy, thriving, natural world.

Mission 
Interfaith Power & Light inspires and mobilizes people of faith and 
conscience to take bold and just action on climate change.
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Climate Change Is Real

Washington, D.C. 2019
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Carbon Free!
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Green Team!

St. John’s Lutheran, Cedar Falls, Iowa
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www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/films

Educate Your Congregation
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www.parispledge.org
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www.coolcongregations.org
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www.coolcongregations.org
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www.coolcongregations.org
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Get an Energy Audit 12



Make a Plan!

• Auditor’s suggestions

• IPL’s 25 Steps Under $25 and Over $25

• IPL Congregational Success Stories

• EPA Energy Star for Congregations has a 
workbook (Contact IPL)
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EPA Energy Star for Congregations

https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/epa-energy-star-for-congregations-workbook/
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https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/epa-energy-star-for-congregations-workbook/


Cool Congregations Challenge  
Energy Saver

www.CoolCongregations.org

Blessed Sacrament, West Virginia
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25 Steps Under $25
www.coolcongregations.org 16



25 Steps Under $25

Turn off lights when not needed

Lighting - Free
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25 Steps Under $25

Open curtains

Lighting - Free
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Lighting - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

•Replace 
incandescent 
and halogen 
with LED

www.coolcongregations.org 19



25 Steps Under $25

Lighting - Quick Payback

LED Exit Sign
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25 Steps Under $25

LED holiday lights

Lighting - Quick Payback
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Kitchen - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Air Dry Dishes
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Kitchen - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Unplug and 
recycle old 
Refrigerators 
and Freezers
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Kitchen - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Unplug 
Coffee Maker 
when not in 
use
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Kitchen - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

Dry kitchen 
towels and 
tablecloths on a 
drying rack
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Office - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Set your computer 
and other office 
equipment on 
energy saving 
mode
EnergyStar.gov has 
clear instructions
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Office - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

Use power strips to cut phantom load
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HVAC - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Set thermostat to 68 in winter, 78 in summer
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Hvac - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25
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Hvac - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

Replace furnace filter to keep air flowing
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Water - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Install faucet aerators to cut use of hot waterSet water heater to 120 degrees
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Water - Free

25 Steps Under $25

Wash linens in 
cold water

www.coolcongregations.org 32



Water - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

Install faucet aerators to cut use of hot water
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Water - Quick Payback

25 Steps Under $25

Insulate 
hot water 
pipes
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Transportation

25 Steps Under $25

Ride bikes to church!
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Transportation

25 Steps Under $25

Check tire pressure
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

25 Steps Under $25

Reusable food service
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

25 Steps Under $25

Recycle and Compost food waste
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25 Steps Over $25

•Energy Star appliances and equipment – go 
electric!
•Insulate the buildings
•Plant trees
•Replace windows
•Heat pumps – air source or ground 
source/geothermal – immediately cut heating 
and cooling costs by 30-60%, payback of 5-10 
yrs, greater savings after that
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Air Source Heat Pumps

Cut Energy Costs by 30 – 60%
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Rebates and Incentives

Check out the awesome Database of State 
Incentives for Renewables & Efficiency at: 

http://www.dsireusa.org/
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Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 
Hampton, Virginia

Solar
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Cool Congregations Certification

www.CoolCongregations.org
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Cool Congregations Certification

www.CoolCongregations.org
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Cool Congregations Challenge

www.CoolCongregations.org
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Cool Congregations Challenge  
Energy Saver

www.CoolCongregations.org

Blessed Sacrament, West Virginia
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Unitarian Universalist Society, Iowa

www.CoolCongregations.org

Cool Congregations Challenge  
Renewable Role Model
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Unitarian Universalist Society, Coralville, Iowa

Solar + Geothermal
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Solar + Geothermal
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Unitarian Universalist Society, Coralville, Iowa



Cool Congregations Challenge  
Cool Planner

www.CoolCongregations.org

Lybrook Community Ministries, 
New Mexico
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Cool Congregations Challenge  
Sacred Grounds

www.CoolCongregations.org

Binkley Baptist Church
North Carolina
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Cool Congregations Challenge  
Community Inspiration

www.CoolCongregations.org

First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation,
Massachusetts
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53Find out more at: vaipl.org/climate-in-the-pulpits/

November 15-17, 2019



National
Sign Up for Emails

www.interfaithpoweran
dlight.org

For more information,  
contact Sarah Paulos at 
sarahp@interfaithpowe

randlight.org 54

Virginia Affiliate
Sign Up for Updates

vaipl.org/join-us/

For more information,
contact Kendyl 

Crawford at 
kcrawford@vaipl.org

http://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/
mailto:sarahp@interfaithpowerandlight.org
https://vaipl.org/join-us/
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